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of the true Church which He was to found. The
man who is introduced as dwelling in the Land of
Uz is no Eastern patriarch. The opening words
which .seem to describe him as such are written
with another object than to specify the name and
country of any inhabitant of earth. They convey,
to those who can read them aright, the higher
truth of Christ dwelling in the hearts of the wise.
His three friends may to the eye of sense be Eastern
chiefs, Arab sheikhs. To the pious reader they
are the heretics who, in the first ages of Christen-
dom, beset and imperilled Catholic truth. Job's
seven sons are, now the sevenfold gifts of the
Spirit, now, by a strange rearrangement of numbers,
they are the twelve apostles, preaching the adorable
Trinity in the four quarters of the globe. The
sheep, the camels, the oxen, the asses represent
different classes : the true disciples, the Gentiles,
the Jews, the Samaritans. All is allegory ; every
word and every act is symbolical." 1 All this
elaborate trifling Protestantism brushed aside

1 Dean Bradley's Lectures on the Book of Job, p. 179. Here is
one other choice example of ancient exegesis: Cassiodorus,
commenting on Ps. viii. 6, 7 (" Thou madest him to have do-
minion," etc.), and interpreting the whole of the dominion of
Christ, finds in the " sheep " of verse 7, those whose business
in Christ's Church is not to teach, but to learn, and in the " oxen "
thdse who labour in the word and doctrine, while the " fowls of
the air " are the saints who rise above the world, and the fishes
are ordinary Christians born of water and the Holy Ghost !
(See W. T. Davison's Praises of Israel^ p. 203,)